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IPA C)ff.fciih:; Tell 
Ar.· kwood Test Results . . 

OMAHA . .:..__ Although more 
chenticals have been found in tlie 
soil atld water sl1rrounding the i\rk­
w9od site near here, representatives 
of Jhe . Enviri:mme.tital • Protection 
Agency ·said they · were not of 

dangerous amounts. 
Ellen Greeney and Ruth Izaraeij 

wet with. several Omaha area citi­
ze.ns at the High School. cafeteria 
Tlmrsday night in a.11 open house to 
. answer the public's questions about 
the. third round of samples collected 
tecently .. near the Adcwood .. Supe,:-
t;und site, .•···.···.. ·. 

The cfose<;J !'\.f~o()d site is a ~or-
mer wood-treating .plant andis one 
of 10 ;\rkansas sites being handled 
u.nder federal Superfund provisions 
for.· the. nation's m.ost ha.zarclous 
sites. · · · 

According to an Arkwood .fact 
sheet, during the last three sampling 
periods (May, 1987, ApriU988 and· 
July 1988) 15 residential and city 
wells were sampled. Contaminants 
were detected in only one ):esident;ial 
well, which included 5 parts per mil-

; lion o.f phenols. However, this well 
was resampled in June and July and 
did not show any contamination. 
Tlte data from all other wells 
sampled show they.itrenot affected 
by the. Arkwood site. 

Thirteen spriqgs have been 
sampled and New Cricket Spring is 
the only one. which showed detect­
able levels ·of contaminants. Pen~ 
tachlorophenol was found at levels 
of about 2 parts. per million. 

Tile fact shee.t says that Cricket 
and Walnut creeks were also 
sampled with no contaminants being 
detectedin either one. Two samples 
of rainwater runoff from the site 
were tested and did not contain any 
contaminants. 

Officials say that sirice last spring, 

(See EPA on Page 14) 
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(Coriti~uecl From. Page t(. > 

.. 91) .soil samples have been obt~~~d 
to identify the. extent of contf\nii,P~~ 
~°PH at the Ark\wood site, Mo · 

· · quentlyfourid at the siteareP(:'. 
a group• of chemicals. de.rived .fi~iri 
srfosoie known ~s polyn.u£le<U" 

. aromatic hydrocarbons. The highes~ 
conce1~ttation of PCP found at. the 

. ,site is 6,~00 parts per mWfo~whieh 
w~s icleritifiedin the okl treattnertt/ · 
dtip tracks area. . · . . .... ·. . .. ·· .··· 

In audition to PCP andPAHs,.19~ 
levels ·of ·dioxins anci furans .. ~.~ye 
been detected at the site. HoW~¥:~t~ 
the mosttoxic and well-~own t~pe 
of dioxin was not identified a~ llie · 
site, offici* say. The fow.:Iev~l 
di~xjns tind futal)s found <lo n~t~~$e 
a sig11ific~J risk; officials saj,~l 

Soil samples were also .obtain('J'a 
from sediment in. the drainage ditch,: 
.es adjacent to Cricket Spring and the· 
railroad .tracks as well a5 in .the 
Cricket Creek and. w altiut {jlie~l(. · 
channels .. Low. concentrationif •. I?! 
PCP anc{ · .. PAH.s were detecte~~1u. 
soi11e of the. drainage <;Jitch sam11J~s. 
closesttothe site. No. contaminants 
were found in the boUomseditp.ent 
frpm Cricket .and Walnutcree~s.· 

.f11e cun;entsamples are !'art.of'.~ 
smdybeing paid for by ¥ass M~~~ 
ch~1disers Inc;., of Harris6n,wJii.gh 
used the. pfo~rty at one tim~: 

.. EPA officials said that Mass Mer­
c.hanidsers had installed a ram gauge 
011-site and has constructed a stream. 
flo\V measurement device on Cri~ket 
Sprjng to det~rmine the quantity.~f 
PCP flowing from the spring an<{ tn.e 
tiJne ittakes fo1· the spring to respo11<1 
to rainfall events. .· · 

Two· onsit.e. geophyskal. surveys 
were also cond11cted to gather infor~ 
mation on subsurface feat11res such 
as. sinkholes'. ·. · · · .· ... . .. . . . ... · 

M,s. Gl'~eney said that the 1'e~~ 
rotmd. of water welllsptlng ~atfi~les 
is planned for . October, }ioweyer, 
·slfo said plans may chang~ tJecqu$e 
dliS f0tlnd Of sampfitlg ~hou).(f~~ 
oht;tined . afier a• sigt1ificant .f<rlri.{a};l. · ·. 

Ms. Gryen~y·sai<;l· .. EP~ pl~~({ · 
.several mory, surv~ys . an~ tq~f ~ 
prop.osed plan of a~tiop. sh.ouJ~.!fl1~· 
re~dy fot; ,p4blic cot11m¢nt ~ eiU;l~ 

.J~9,0, . • . ' .. · ;'•· / 
fhe plan wpllis.ttlt~·iiat~ 

¢~iynt of cont~tr1in~!i9h attd ~~ 
~~ys · to solv.e .the p(obl~rp. · CJ>,,: bu .· .. ·. .· ..... · ····. 




